II

THE  PRE-RAPHAELITES
1848

SINCE the publication of Holman Hunt's Pre-Raphaelitism
and the Pre-Rafhaelite Brotherhood the fables originated by
various writers and journalists as to the growth and purpose
of the reform movement have been authoritatively dissipated,
but as the books and articles in which these mythical theories
of Pre-Raphaelitism were originated are still accessible to
the student, it will be as well to say a word or two as to the
beginnings of the reform.

The origin of the name dates from a certain occasion
when Hunt and Millais were discussing theories of art
during some night work at Millais' studio. Raphael's
cartoons happened to come under discussion. Whilst
retaining the profoundest reverence for these designs they
were not prepared to be the slaves of public opinion, and
one or two criticisms of Raphael's work were fearlessly
uttered. The Transfiguration was condemned " for its
grandiose disregard of the simplicity of truth, the pompous
posturing of the Apostles, and the unspiritual attitudinizing
of the Saviour." With reference to the meaningless action
of the epileptic boy, Hunt quoted the criticisms of Sir
Charles Bell (Anatomy of Expression} and asked Millais to
read them for himself. It was decided that this picture
constituted an important stage in the decadence of Italian
art. On an earlier occasion, when the same opinion had
been mentioned to other students, they had replied, " Then
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